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The information presentation questions give you sentences and then ask you to chose a The information presentation questions give you sentences and then ask you to chose a 

paragraph which restates the information best.

With most multiple choice questions you want to formulate an answer before you look at the 

choices, then you want to pick the choice that most closely matches the answer you came up 

with on your own.

These questions are different in one way.  They've basically given you the answer you're trying to 

match already.
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What you have to do is eliminate the three answer choices that deviate from it in significant ways, and then choose the What you have to do is eliminate the three answer choices that deviate from it in significant ways, and then choose the 

remaining one.  In order to do this, read all the answer choices, underlining mistakes as you go along.  Then cross out all 

the wrong answer choices, and select the remaining one.  If this were a computer based exam, you couldn‘t do this, but 

fortunately the state went from adaptive exams back to paper exam booklets, and they throw out the booklets after the 

test.
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A single thing is / multiple things areA single thing is / multiple things are

This is the best indicator that something is wrong
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There are well over a hundred pairs of homophones in the English language.  I can't go over There are well over a hundred pairs of homophones in the English language.  I can't go over 

them all in the time we have, but you can expect at least one of them to be on the test.

It‘s not the right word misspelled, it's the wrong word, and that changes the meaning.
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Shades of distinctionShades of distinction
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It’s important to know what things indicate contrast and what things don’t .  Any time you see It’s important to know what things indicate contrast and what things don’t .  Any time you see 

something that changes the direction of a sentence during the sentence reordering questions, 

underline it.



A lot of people had trouble with the semicolon on the pre-test.  A semicolon is half way between A lot of people had trouble with the semicolon on the pre-test.  A semicolon is half way between 

a comma and a period.  It indicates continuation where the succeeding idea is not subordinate to 

the preceding one.



ContinuationContinuation



ContinuationContinuation



This marks contrast.This marks contrast.

I may agree with you, although I may not.
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ContinuationContinuation
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This is a continuation.This is a continuation.

It’s used when in drawing a conclusion that’s consistent with known facts.



Could go either wayCould go either way

Is that true?  As a matter of fact it is.

We thought it was true, but as a matter of fact it isn’t.



ContinuationContinuation



ContinuationContinuation

A because B.



ContrastContrast

You may have thought this didn’t mark contrast, but it does.



ContrastContrast

Please tell me no one missed this.
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ContinuationContinuation

This word starts with the letters “con”, but it doesn’t mean indicate a change in direction. But 

rather a continuation to necessary consequences. Action and consequence.



ContrastContrast

This isn’t Converse like sneakers.  The prefix con means against, as in pros and cons.  It’s the 

same three letters that the word contrast starts with.



ContrastContrast

Despite the lecturers attempts to make this interesting, people still get bored



ContinuationContinuation



ContinuationContinuation



ContinuationContinuation



When the word "however" appears toward the middle of a sentence, this means that the topic When the word "however" appears toward the middle of a sentence, this means that the topic 

of both halves of the sentence is the same, but the tone of the first half matches the tone of the 

preceding sentence, and the tone of the second half is opposite to the tone of the first half, and 

matches the subject of the succeeding sentence.
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ContrastContrast

I think that’s pretty obvious



ContinuationContinuation

This is a good explanation.  In fact it’s a great explanation.



ContinuationContinuation

This word comes before some kind of reaffirmation of a previously expressed idea.



ContinuationContinuation

This indicates a continuation where the succeeding statement is even more weighty than the 

preceding statement.



ContrastContrast

Not only are some of these items hard, but many of them are ambiguous.



ContrastContrast

Some of these items indicate continuation, on the other hand some indicate contrast
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ContrastContrast

Though it seems easy, it’s really quite hard



ContinuationContinuation
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ContrastContrast

If you put the word “when” in front of the words “in fact”, they go from indicating continuation 

to indicating contrast.  Our room is supposed to be full.  In fact, it lists that way.  Our room lists as 

being full, when in fact it isn’t. 



ContrastContrast

While you may not think this is relevant, it is.



ContrastContrast

This section seemed far easier than the rest when I was writing it, yet it was not.



Words and phrases that indicate cause and effect or summaries are always keywords as well.Words and phrases that indicate cause and effect or summaries are always keywords as well.



Pronouns are some of the easiest keywords to link sentences with.  You’ll see when we get into Pronouns are some of the easiest keywords to link sentences with.  You’ll see when we get into 

the examples.



It’s important to know what things indicate contrast and what things don’t .  Any time you see It’s important to know what things indicate contrast and what things don’t .  Any time you see 

something that changes the direction of a sentence during the sentence reordering questions, 

underline it.





Enjoy the splendor of this visual.  I’m going to ask you to mark up your papers like this in a few Enjoy the splendor of this visual.  I’m going to ask you to mark up your papers like this in a few 

minutes.









What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?
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Sentence 8 reeks of being a topic sentence.Sentence 8 reeks of being a topic sentence.

Sentence 8 mentions Princess Beatrix.  Sentence 6 is the only other one that refers to her.  It 

simply calls her "the Princess".  You go from more formal to less formal titles, and when you use 

an article, and don't mention something or someone by name in a sentence, you typically want 

to have mentioned the thing or person by name in the previous sentence.

What other clues do we have?

We went from calling him Governor Nelson A. Rockerfeller, to calling him the governor
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What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 6 addresses the way the city lookedSentence 6 addresses the way the city looked

Sentence 10 opens by discussing the city's looks, but then changes direction

What other clues do we have?

We went from using the words "the governor" to using the word "his".  Same subject, but less 

formality, and less specificity.
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What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 10, talks about gargantuan scope.Sentence 10, talks about gargantuan scope.

Sentence 1, refers to the massive undertaking.

Sentence 10 mentions the large budget.

Sentence 1 tells you how many dollars it was.

Sentence 10 brings up the subject of criticism.

Sentence 1 cites an example of a popular joke at the governors expense.
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What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 1 changes direction with the word "though", then it refers to commentators who Sentence 1 changes direction with the word "though", then it refers to commentators who 

weren't waggish.

Sentence 9 opens by saying it's going to tell you what a biographer wrote.  Then it says 

something nice about the project.
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So in the first paragraph, we talked about Empire State Plaza as a whole.  Now we're just going to So in the first paragraph, we talked about Empire State Plaza as a whole.  Now we're just going to 

talk about one structure
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What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?
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Sentence 6 mentions The Empire Plaza for the last time, and it mentions the Egg for the first Sentence 6 mentions The Empire Plaza for the last time, and it mentions the Egg for the first 

time.

Sentence 7 tells where the name comes from,

and 7 has to come after 6
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What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 2 discusses the shell.Sentence 2 discusses the shell.

Sentence 3 is the only other sentence that talks about the shell.



What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



The word “also” in sentence 5 is of key importance.The word “also” in sentence 5 is of key importance.

We know that what ever sentence precedes 5 must have the name of a performer at The Egg.



What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



In sentence 4, the phrase “the latter” is of key importance.In sentence 4, the phrase “the latter” is of key importance.

We know that a list of musical acts must be named in the preceding sentence.





What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 2 reeks of being a topic sentence.Sentence 2 reeks of being a topic sentence.

Sentence 2 mentions the inception of the system

Sentence 3 gives you the year of its inception

Sentence 2 talks about transparency and meritocracy

Sentence 3 let’s you know that the reforms led to impartially graded open competitive exams ---

on a side note, that’s what we’re all studying to take



What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 4 introduces the idea of using examsSentence 4 introduces the idea of using exams

Sentence 3 starts to tell you what the exams were like



What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 3 tells you about the black ink used on the essays.Sentence 3 tells you about the black ink used on the essays.

Sentence 10 tells you about how the black ink essays were transcribed into red ink essays.



What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 10 refers to the process being systematical.Sentence 10 refers to the process being systematical.

Sentence 6 is a conclusion, and it tells you that the system was carefully designed.





What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 1 is a topic sentence that mentions the eight-legged essay.Sentence 1 is a topic sentence that mentions the eight-legged essay.

Sentence 7 tells you what an eight-legged essay is.



What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 7 tells you about some of the rules for eight legged essays.Sentence 7 tells you about some of the rules for eight legged essays.

Sentence 9 tells you about the official style guides that could be used by people who wanted to 

learn to write according to the rules.



What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 9 deals with the republishing of virtuous essaysSentence 9 deals with the republishing of virtuous essays

Sentence 5 starts to tell you about the most admired essayist of them all



What things link these sentences?What things link these sentences?



Sentence 8 says “His most memorable essay”Sentence 8 says “His most memorable essay”

So right away we know that his must refer to either the emperor or the essayist, and since we’re 

talking an essay, obviously “His” refers to the essayist


